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_FIVE PAPERS ON THE RHYME BOOKS GF THE T'ANG AND
THE FIVE DYNASTIES

Luh Chih—wei

1. The first paper desls with the different forms of the notations appended
to ‘the first character of each subsection of each rhyme. By exhaustive statis—
tical amalysis it was found in the first place that there were two systems of
notations, one being the original system of Lu Fa-yen and the other the
correctional system of Wang Jen-hsi. Most of the texts are quite inconsistent,
using one of the systers predominanily or the two indiseriminately. Secondlyr,
it was found possible tolanalyze the texts and to indicate whether or not a
cerfain text is composite in nafure. Approximate dates can he fixed for the
different texts, Their comparative values for linguistic study can be establish-
ed. Thus, among the fuiler texts, the Paluce fext is decidedly inferior in
value to Chiang Fu's T ang Yiin text, the latter again inferior fo Stein No.
2071 and to Paris No. 2011.

2. In the second paper the author reports a statistical study of the number
of characters included in each text, and a method to estimate the number of
characters in. the mutilated or totally missing parts, The numbers traditionally
recorded for the different Ch'; Yiin, T ang Yiin, and Kuang Yiin texts are
criticized. Again it is established that the Palace text is very inferior in
value. The erlative significance of the other texts is treated comparatively,

3. The third paper is a study of the three Ch'ieh Yiin texts (Stein), and
that portion of the Palace text which is similar in comgposition, Stein No.
2071 is definitely superior to the other texts, and is more likely to be the
Chang-sun No-yen text, if any text can be so identified, than Stein No,
2055 as generally believed.

4, Chiang Fu's T ang Yiintext is discussed in the fourth paper, The
author claims that 1) it cannot be Sun Mien's T ang Yiin, and 2) the peface
to the T'ang Yin attached to the Sung Kuang Yiin and credited to Sun Mien
is a forgery. “The real value of Chiang Fu's text is fully elaborated.

5. 1In the {ifth paper the author compares the two Wang Jen-hsi texts,
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the Palace text and the ".I.‘un Huang text (Paris No. 2011), “The latter isa
systematic amplification of Wang Jen-lisi’s Iate seventh century text. The
Palace text is again discredited,
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